[Candida albicans sensitization in patients with atopic bronchial asthma and atopic dermatitis].
Candida albicans, a component of normal human microflora, can induce synthesis of specific IgE-antibodies in patients with atopic bronchial asthma and atopic dermatitis. The study included 25 patients with atopic dermatitis sensitized to C.albicans and 23 patients with atopic dermatitis non-sensitized to C.albicans. The sensitization was determined by the skin test and enzyme immunoassay. The patients had the history of atopic dermatitis exacerbation after taking food containing baking yeasts. Atopic dermatitis with sensitization to C.albicans is characterized by severe course correlating with the following indices: high total IgE (r = 0.6), level of IgE antibodies to C.albicans (r = 0.6), level of serum IgG (r = 0.46) and IgA (r = 0.33). Contrary to adults, children with sensitization to C.albicans had decreased relative number of CD4+, CD8+ and CD72+ of lymphocyte subpopulations. Thus, sensitization to C.albicans manifests in severe atopic dermatitis which in children is often associated with immune deficiency.